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18

 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ 

came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 

be married to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be with child 

through the Holy Spirit. 
19

 Because Joseph her 

husband was a righteous man and did not want 

to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly.  
20

 But after he had considered this, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 
21

 She will give birth to a son, and you 

are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.”  
22

 All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: 
23

 “The 

virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which 

means, “God with us.”  
24

 When Joseph woke up, he did what 

the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 

took Mary home as his wife. 
25

 But he had no 

union with her until she gave birth to a son. 

And he gave him the name Jesus.  

 

“My how you’ve changed!”  Have 

you had someone say those words to you 

lately?   

 

Those words can be said in a positive 

way. Perhaps you come to a high school 

reunion, and you’ve really grown up and 

become quite polished since then.  As you’re 

looking great in your sharp outfit, someone 

says to you, “My how you’ve changed!”  Or 

perhaps your successful workout program 

has you looking lean.  People are saying to 

you, “My how you’ve changed!” 

 

It can be said in a negative way also.  

If you’ve neglected your workouts in the 

gym or life’s wrinkles have caught up to 

you, people might be saying the same thing 

to you – “My how you’ve changed!” 

 

On Christmas morning we can say 

the same thing.  We see in Matthew 1 that 

Christmas is all about change.  What 

changes have taken place?  Let’s see two 

important changes that came about 

because of the first Christmas Day, and 

marvel at them. 

 

1 – The first change we see quite 

vividly in the strange circumstances 

surrounding Jesus’ birth.  We read, “This is 

how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: 

His mother Mary was pledged to be married 

to Joseph, but before they came together, 

she was found to be with child through the 

Holy Spirit.”  Two, young, Jewish people 

were engaged to be married.  To appreciate 

what happened here, it will help to 

remember that ancient Jewish marriage 

customs were different from ours.  In the 

presence of witnesses, Mary and Joseph had 

publicly pledged their loyalty to each other 

for life, in much the same way as an 

American bride and groom do on their 

wedding day.  According to Jewish custom, 

however, a period of time – maybe months – 
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elapsed between the day when bride and 

groom publicly made those vows and the 

day when they would live together in the 

same home.   

 

Can you imagine the joy Joseph must 

have felt as he looked forward to the day 

when he and his friends would go to Mary’s 

house to escort her to her new home?  But, 

can you imagine his grief when he learned 

that his beloved Mary was going to have a 

baby? The bride-to-be was pregnant.  Joseph 

was not saying, “How wonderful!  Thank 

you, Lord!  And thank you, my beloved!” 

 

We read, “Because Joseph her 

husband was a righteous man and did not 

want to expose her to public disgrace, he 

had in mind to divorce her quietly.”  Joseph 

realized that he had to make a choice.  He 

could not live with the one who he thought 

had given her love to another man.  At the 

same time, Joseph still loved Mary and 

refused to make a public example out of her.  

(You might remember what the Old 

Testament law was for sexual immorality?)  

So Joseph decided to simply divorce her 

quietly. 

 

But then, a miracle!  Get ready for 

the first amazing detail that we can’t forget!  

“But after he had considered this, an angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 

to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.’ ” Here is the first change of 

Christmas that we can never forget: The 

Son of God became the Son of Man.  Was 

that easy for Joseph to believe?    

 

If I told you that this morning when I 

was coming over to church I saw a creature 

gallop through the parking lot which was 

half horse and half human, what would you 

think?  You would know that I was pulling 

your leg.  Why?  That can’t be!  Yet, Martin 

Luther once said, “Animal and human 

being in the same person is child’s play 

compared to God and man in one 

person.”   
 

Think about what actually happened 

when Jesus was conceived and born.  What 

a miracle!  The Son of God became the 

Son of Man.  The miracle is that the King of 

the universe, the almighty God, became 

human.  He is the One through whom 

everything was created at the beginning of 

time.  He is the One who has all power and 

authority on heaven and earth.  He is truly 

God, who deserves all the praise and honor 

and glory that we can give to him.  But now, 

the Son of God has become the Son of 

Man in a human body.  And a rather 

humble one at that!  Amazing! 

 

 This amazing fact was even 

prophesied by God long before.  Matthew 

tells us: “All this took place to fulfill what 

the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The 

virgin will be with child and will give birth 

to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ - 

which means, ‘God with us.’ ” 

 

One thing that should not surprise us 

about this situation is that God would use an 

obscure, humble, quiet way to bring his Son 

into the world.  In a stable.  Rejected by the 

motel.  Lying in a manger.  God often uses 

humble, quiet ways.   

 

You probably can remember many 

Bible stories where God used the same 

principle: 

 The youngest son, a shepherd, 

was anointed from Jesse’s family 

to be the next king. 

 A still, small voice represented to 

Elijah how God spoke 

 A childless, elderly man became 

the father of believers  



 

We might think sometimes that God 

should use the flashiest way to do things, 

ways that will get big publicity.  But he 

doesn’t.  God works powerfully and quietly, 

even miraculously.  Had a rough day at 

work?  How often doesn’t comfort come in a 

familiar voice, a look, a hug.  Fed up about 

something?  How often doesn’t comfort 

come in a smile and laugh from a friend.  

Not sure about life?  How often doesn’t 

guidance come from a personal conversation 

with someone who has well-spoken words 

of experience, not in a nationally televised 

speech?  God brought about this first 

miracle in much the same style!  The Son of 

God became the Son of Man.     
 

2 – We see another change on this 

Christmas morning.  This change does not 

have to do with Christ, but with us.  The 

angel said to Joseph, “She will give birth to 

a son, and you are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will save his people from 

their sins." 

 

 If you had been asked to plan the 

way by which sinners could escape God’s 

curse on their sin, what would you have 

figured out?  According to our human 

perspective, if you want to accomplish 

something, you should work hard.   

 

A young employee should do his 

best at working hard, if he wants to work his 

way up the ladder: 

 Be on time for work 

 Work industriously  

 Ask questions when you’re 

unsure 

 Be a leader among the other 

workers 

 

If a young man wants to win the 

heart of a young girl he thinks is pretty 

special, what does he do?  He gets busy!   

 He treats her with respect 

 He takes her out 

 He gets her a gift 

 He makes an effort to call and e-mail 

 He works hard! 

 

You and I might be tempted to think, 

“God will accept me if I work hard.”  A 

hard-working employee should deserve 

something from God on the Last Day.  A 

tax-paying citizen should too.  So should a 

faithful spouse.  And a friendly neighbor.  

And a good parent or grandparent.  And an 

honest student.  But our own effort earns us 

no merit with God or forgiveness for our 

sins.  This earns us no place in heaven.  We 

could never earn our own way because of 

our sinful condition! 

 

In God’s plan, the angel said to 

Joseph so long ago, “He will save his people 

from their sins.”  The Savior has come so 

that children of men might become 

children of God.  This Messiah is God’s 

gift to the world!  This is our ticket to God’s 

heavenly home!   

 

It makes perfect sense that Jesus had 

to become truly human to be our Savior, 

when we see what our Savior needed to do 

for us children of men.  The Bible tells us, 

“Be perfect as your heavenly Father is 

perfect.”  Yet both your conscience and my 

conscience will tell us that we have not been 

perfect.  We haven’t loved God above all 

else, we haven’t loved those around us 

perfectly, and we have broken God’s 

commandments.  But Jesus our Savior lived 

a perfect life in our place.  He obeyed God’s 

laws perfectly for us so that we can have his 

holiness, his white robe of righteousness.  

He had to be human to be under God’s laws 

to do this for us. 

 

And then he also had to remove the 

sin and guilt that we had before God.  A 



Savior was needed to pay the price for the 

sin of the world.  Jesus bore that punishment 

when he went to the cross.  As Isaiah wrote, 

“He was pierced for our transgressions, he 

was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon 

him, and by his wounds we are healed.”  

Since it goes contrary to God’s nature to die, 

Jesus became the God-man so that he could 

suffer and die in our place.  The shadow of a 

cross lies across the manger bed today. 

 

By living the perfect life and dying 

the perfect death, Jesus made it possible for 

the children of men to become children of 

God.  This is the second miracle of 

Christmas that we dare never forget!  

Through faith in him, you have salvation 

because of what he has done! 

 

This reading from Matthew today 

has really brought us to the heart and 

meaning of what this day is about.  Some 

think that Christmas is all about finding the 

right presents.  Some think that Christmas is 

all about: 

 Striking decorations and trees 

 Family reunion time 

 Peace between men.   

 Cease fires and treaties.  

 

 Although there are things on that list 

that are enjoyable and desirable, the heart 

and meaning of Christmas is in what 

happened to Jesus on Christmas Day and 

what happens to us because he came into 

the world.    

 

I heard of the story of an American 

who spent three Christmases behind barbed 

wire in Japanese prisoner of war camps.  

After the war was over he made the 

surprising statement: “Those three 

Christmases were the most meaningful ones 

of my life.”  Can you understand what he 

meant?  He didn’t have all the things I just 

mentioned!  But he must have known that 

Christmas is all about something between us 

and God.  We can become children of God 

because of his Christmas gift to us!  It’s all 

about the person the holiday is named after: 

Christ.  

 

“My how you’ve changed!”  That 

saying is perfect for us to reflect on today.  

Great changes have taken place because 

of the first Christmas:  

1) The Son of God became the Son of 

Man 

2) The children of men can now 

become children of God 

 

People of God, you’re going to 

marvel at that miracle one day when you 

meet your Savior face to face.  But you 

don’t have to wait.  Marvel at it today.  For 

this is what Christmas is all about.   Amen.   

 


